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1. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of completion of this report 

09 June 2004 (09.06.2004) 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

I I the description: 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



^, filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, ail the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or ftirnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55,3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary exeimination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the vnritten sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



4. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



♦ Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70J6 
and 70. 17). 

**Atty replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this reports 



c 

INTERNATIONAL PREL] 



Iiitem^u|ial j 

UV^^RY EXAMINATION REPORT ^Pb 



Intem|Jj|||al application No. 

iT/JP03/05205 



IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ 

restricted the claims, 
paid additional fees, 
paid additional fees under protest, 
neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 



^ I I This AutiioriW found that the requirement of \mity of invention is not complied 
^' I — I not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



with and chose, according to Rule 68.1 , 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13,3 is 
con^lied with. 

not complied witib for the following reasons: 

I. The subject matters of claims 1-19 relate to a constitution in which (1) plural information collecting devices 
and a terminal device are linked with each other through a server, and (2) moving image information is obtained 
from the plural information collecting devices based on a request of the terminal device, and is synthesized and 
displayed on the display screen of the terminal device. 

II, The subject matters ^f claims 20-22 relate to a constitution in which the content obtained from a preset 
channel is displayed on a preset window. 

in. The subject matters of claims 23 and 24 relate to a constitution in which when a client and a server transmit 
packets to each other through plural relay devices, performance is measured to select the conmivmication route. 

IV. The subject matters of claims 25 and 26 relate to a constitution in which when a client and a server 
communicate with each other through a network, the network is bypassed. 

V. The subject matters of claims 27-29 relate to a constitution in which in a connmimication system where a 
client and a server communicate with each other through a network, the server has a node server and a content 
server. 

VI. The subject matter of claim 30 relates to a constitution in which in a communication system where a client 
and a server commimicate with each other through a network, the content from the content server is cached 
depending on the access frequency from the client. 

Therefore, there is no matter common to all the claims, and the communication system where a client and 
a server commimicate with each other through a network per se is well known and belongs to the prior art. So, 
the said communication system is not a special technical feature in the sense of the second sentence of PCT 
Rule 13.2. 

It is not considered that the group of these six inventions is a group of inventions so linked as to form a 
single general inventive concept. 



4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination 
in establishing this report: 

all parts. 

the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-19 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims ; VES 

Claims 1-19 ' NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-19 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-19 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 11-88419, A (Sony Corp.), 30 March, 1999 (30.03.99) 
Document 2: JP, 1 1-68744, A (K.K. PBE), 9 March, 1999 (09.03.99) 

Claim 1 

The multimedia server, retrieval server and terminal device of document 1 respectively correspond to the 
information collecting device, server and terminal device of claim 1. 

The content server, terminal management server and multimedia terminal of document 2 respectively 
correspond to the information collecting device, server and terminal device of claim 1. 

Therefore, the subject matter of claim 1 does not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step. 

Claims 2 and 4-6 

Document 1 (paragraphs 34 and 35) describes to the effect that a retrieval server receives a retrieval 
request from a terminal device and distributes the retrieval result to the terminal device. Furthermore, the 
document (paragraphs 49-51) describes to the effect that a terminal device is connected to a multimedia server 
where the moving image information selected based on URLs is stored, to get the moving image information 
distributed. 

Document 2 (paragraph 49) describes to the effect that upon receiving a request from a multimedia 
terminal, a terminal management server transmits a distribution request to a content server, for distributing the 
content to the requesting multimedia terminal. 

Therefore, the subject matters of claims 2 and 4-6 do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive 
step. 

Claim 3 

Document 1 (paragraph 37) describes to the effect that a multimedia server returns the retrieval result to 
retrieval server in response to the request of a retrieval server, and distributes moving image information in 
response to a reproduction request from a terminal device. 

Document 2 (paragraph 49) describes to the effect that a tenninal management server transmits a request 
from a multimedia terminal to a content server, for distributing a content, and the dociunent (paragraph 5 1 and 
Fig. 5) describes to the effect that the terminal management server asks the multimedia terminal owning the 
content to distribute the content to the requesting multimedia terminal. 

Therefore, the subject matter of claim 3 does not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step. 

Claims 7, 10, 12-14 and 17 

The subject matters of claims 7, 10, 12-14 and 17 express part of the information providing method of 
claim 1 as an information processing device, and do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step for 
the same reason as stated for claim 1 . 
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VI. Certain documents cited 



1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 



Application No. 
Patent No. 



JP 2003-18581 
[P.X] 



Publication date 
(day/month/year) 

2003.01.17 



Filing date 
(day/month/year) 



2001.07.02 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/month/year) 



2. Non-written disclosures (Ride 70.9) 

Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non-written disclosure 
(day/morMyear) 



Date of written disclosure 
referring to non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when ftie space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 
Continuation of : V.2 
Claims 8, 11, 15 and 18 

The subject matters of claims 8, 1 1, 15 and 18 ex5)ress the information providing method of claim 4 as an 
information processing device, and do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step for the same reason 
as stated for claim 4. 

Claims 9, 16 and 19 

The subject matters of claims 9, 16 and 19 express the information providing method of claim 5 as an 
ijiformation processing device, and do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step for the same reason 
as stated for claim 5, 
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